“Yes Lord, | Trust... But Wait”:

Learning to Trust God in Real Life

Many of us here have heard Sir Anthony use the phrase:

“We are training for reigning, and schooling for ruling.”

It’s a powerful phrase. But today | want to ask a very ordinary

question:

What does this actually mean for me -
in my life,
my circumstances,

my day-to-day reality?

Because theology is not meant to float above real life.

It is meant to form real life.

| am no biblical or academic expert. | do, however, want to
learn more and more what it is to live a holy and godly life.

So, this presentation is more of a fireside chat.

It’s more about learning to live each day with what we might
call, in very Aussie terms, a ridgy-didge, genuine, honest and

a down-to-earth faith.



A faith that doesn’t collapse under pressure.

A faith that endures.

Training for Eternal Life in the Kingdom of God—Now

Scripture tells us that if Christ returns while we are alive, we
will be changed in an instant, and if we are asleep in the

grave before then, we will be resurrected - never to die again.

Today:
We are being prepared for immortality.
We are being prepared to assist Jesus in the administration

and restoration of this current broken evil system.
Paul compares this preparation to an athlete running a race.

We are not running for a perishable medal, rather for the

imperishable. (1 Cor 9:24-25)

So, if | know | have been born from above, been water
baptised, and living each day in the hope of being an integral
member of this future Kingdom of God on earth, the question

becomes:



What exactly am | meant to be learning now, along the

narrow path?

In my early adult years, in a former church context, | learned

that a holy faith meant giving, serving, helping...

giving tithes and offerings

serving in ministries

helping the needy

And always...showing up, contributing, staying involved.

And | want to say clearly: | was then, and still are today,

deeply blessed.

| live in a country where | can still worship freely.
| am blessed to have safety, shelter, abundant food, work,

electricity, water, and family, where many do not.
But here’s the tension.

If | am genuinely praying for Father God and our Lord Jesus to
orchestrate the events in my life —

That is:

To shape me into maturity, or completeness as Hebrews 6:1

says,



Then why is it that when difficult circumstances occur,

the very ones meant to train me,
| can find myself anxious...

or having no peace...
or angry...
or fearful...

or even ashamed?

Why do | react the way | do?

Hardship Is Not an Interruption

Scripture is uncomfortably clear about this.

If we are truly desiring to be prepared to reign with Jesus at
his Second Coming -
to participate in the restoration of this broken world -

then NOW is the training ground.

Jesus said plainly that hardship and persecution are normal

for his followers.



Not occasional.
Not unusual.

Expected.
Listen to his words:
In the Gospels Jesus says,

. “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself,

take up his cross, and follow me.”
« “In this world you will have tribulation.”
. “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”

Jesus even tells us that being loyal to him and obeying his
words may cost us relationships -

including those closest to us.

As human beings, most of us would prefer a quiet life.

But Jesus does not offer that.

He offers the grace, the tools, and the learning, so that we
will be fit to inherit the Kingdom of God.

And included is this fact:
Tribulation

Suffering



Sacrifice, and even shame - are certainties,

not to opt in - or opt out.

Why, Then, the Shock?

Paul tells new believers in Acts 14 - after being stoned and left

for dead -

that “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom

of God.”

So, let me ask:

Why are we still surprised when tribulation arrives?
We sometimes hear believers cry out:

. “Why can’t | just live a peaceful life?”

. “Why can’t | find work?”

« “Why did my marriage fail?”

« “Why this illness, or pain?”

« “Why my child?”

Some suffering is simply the result of living in a fallen world.

Some is the consequence of immature choices.



If | eat poorly, my body will suffer.

If | never move, my joints will stiffen.

If | spend recklessly, debt follows.

If | speak harshly, relationships fracture.

If | neglect wisdom, consequences arrive - eventually.

Not all suffering is discipline.

But all discipline involves suffering.

Hebrews tells us:

“Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.”
(Hebrews 12:7)

This is not punishment.

This is preparation.

So - stand tall.



Refined, Not Rejected

David writes:
“The righteous person faces many troubles.” (Psalm 34:19)
Repeat....many troubles
Not a few.
Yet, he also says:
“The Lord hears them and delivers them from them all.”
Psalm 37 urges us to:
« Trustinthe Lord
. Cultivate faithfulness
. Bestill
. Wait patiently
Beautiful words.

But | want to tell you honestly:
| did not truly understand what trust meant

until I was forced to learn it in practice.



Learning What “100% Trust” Actually Means

Many years ago, | faced a sudden and deeply serious crisis

involving someone | loved dearly.

| won’t describe the event.
| won’t name the person.

That’s not important.

What is important is this:

| had absolutely no control over the outcome. Zero.

One ordinary morning began with a phone call that changed
everything.
Within minutes | was driving - heart racing - toward a

hospital.
As | drove, | began to pray out loud.
“Father... what do | even pray for?”

| prayed for mercy.
| prayed for healing.
| prayed for repentance, for restoration, for life, for future

testimony.

And then | realised something.



Every one of those prayers assumed an outcome.
So, | asked myself a harder question:

Do | trust God - really?

Or only if the outcome matches what | hope for?
| decided to be honest.
| put a percentage on my trust.

And | realised that anything less than 100%

was not trust at all.
It was negotiation.

| committed this person - fully - into God’s hands.
| said, “Father, whatever happens, You alone receive the

glory.”

And in that moment, | understood that to waver from that

trust, was to doubt God’s sovereignty.
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The Peace That Followed

When | arrived at the hospital, | was met by kindness —

human kindness.

And | found myself able to say, calmly and sincerely:
“Whatever happens, | am trusting God.”

During those days, prayer surrounded us.
From women in my Bible study.

From friends across the world.
One message said:

“Across the world, a continuous prayer is rising to the Father
of mercies for you and your family. We may be far away, but

He is near.”

And yes - by God’s grace - | witnessed what | can only

describe as a miracle.
But the deeper miracle had already occurred.

God had taught me how to trust Him

before | knew what the outcome would be.
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How to Trust - Especially With Our Children

| want to speak now about something deeply personal for
many of us:

Our adult children.

And a gentle warning about a subtle tendency to apply
excessive devotion, which over time can lead to the

idolatrous worship of our offspring, rather than God.

Is it wrong to pray for specific things or outcomes for our
children, particularly those who are not yet walking on the
narrow path?

Of course not.

Jesus tells us to pray for daily bread.

He tells us to ask, seek, and knock.

He wants us to pray about everything, large or small.
David prayed boldly, specifically, without apology.

But Jesus, in Gethsemane, teaches us something deeper.

He names what he wants -

“Remove this cup from me.”
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And then he surrenders it -

“Yet not my will, but yours.”
That is trust.

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would have a firm,
unwavering resolve to face suffering, and to accomplish God’s

will:
Chapter 50, verse 7 says,

“But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore | have not been
disgraced; therefore | have set my face like a flint, and | know

that | shall not be put to shame.”

Jesus had a resolute commitment to face opposition,

including mocking and physical abuse, without turning back.
In relation to our children, problems arise:

When we attempt to manage God through prayer.

When our peace depends on God saying yes.
Remember:

Israel wanted a king.

They got Saul.
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Sometimes God gives us what we insist on when we pray -

and, in the end, it costs us dearly.

Trust Means Releasing Control

If I am praying for the salvation of my child, and | truly trust
God for His will to be done, then while | am faithfully waiting,

| continue to pray for opportunities.

Not opportunities to lecture.
Not opportunities to force an outcome.

But opportunities to speak - when God opens the door.

| do not try to manipulate or pressure my child into turning to
God.

| simply trust that God Himself will intervene, and that He will
provide one opportunity after another for my son or

daughter to eventually respond.
In doing this, | am learning something very important.

| am learning not to be afraid of the storms swirling around

me - especially when those storms involve family.
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Because if we are honest, this is where trust is most severely

tested.

It is so tempting to place the people we love above God and
effectively idolise them.
It is so tempting to grip tighter, to rescue faster, to control

outcomes.

And | must be careful not to fall into the trap of something |

once heard Carlos say, which has stayed with me ever since:
“Blood can be thicker than your faith.”
That sentence exposes me every time.

Can | trust God that they will survive what they are going
through?
Can | trust Him even when | cannot see how the story will

end?

Whether a child repents or not is ultimately the responsibility
of the child.

Not everyone will turn to God.
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But when we trust 100%, we can be confident of this:
God is continually working in that person’s life, giving them

opportunity after opportunity to respond.

As we pray over weeks, months, and sometimes even years,
we can faithfully ask God to continue placing those

opportunities in their path.
And sometimes, the child even knows.

They know that your prayer for them is that they would
recognise God’s hand -
that they would see He is drawing them through the very

circumstances unfolding in their lives.

One of the most humbling things I’'ve discovered as a parent

is this:

Often it is not the big speeches that matter most.

It is the small, quiet moments when a seed is planted.

A gentle word.
A simple truth.

A comment offered without pressure.
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And then - sometimes months or even years later - it comes

back to you:

“Yes Mum... | remember what you said back then.

| really appreciated your wisdom in that moment.”

God wastes nothing.
Not one prayer.
Not one quiet word.

Not one tear.

Philippians 4 says, “In everything by prayer and supplication
(that is pleading humbly for specific and/or urgent requests)
and with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to

God.”

When Desire Becomes an |ldol

Our prayers become idolatrous when:
. we refuse to trust God if He says no
. our joy depends on a particular outcome

. our peace disappears when things go off-script.
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Jesus gives us the test in Matthew 6, verse 21:
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Whatever we value most in life — will ultimately guide our

lives.

Trust is revealed, not always when things go well -

but when they don't.
So, | leave you with this question:

Do | trust God only when He agrees with me -

or even if He doesn’t?
Because THAT is the faith of Jesus.
His faith was exemplified in his obedience to his Father.

At the cross Jesus trusted 100% that his Father would raise

him up again — to be the first fruit of resurrection for us all.

Our faith is characterised in being obedient to the words of
Jesus, and trusting that we are being schooled today, to reign

later - in the age to come.
THAT is how we learn to trust God in real life.

THAT is how we are being trained to reign.
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